The contents of this book are primarily statistical outlines of the growth and development of the American Associations for Retarded Children, and its relevancy to the Canadian situation is largely academic.
It is a rather typical American concept which points out effective means of maintaining advertising pressures on all sorts of people involved in mental deficiency -in effect, the successful utilization of public pressure. Its nearest parallel, although at the other end of the political scale, might be a treatise by Che Guevara on how to bring about social revolution in South American countries, except in this particular case this book outlines the means of acquiring monies and legislation on behalf of the retarded. The ultimate aims for the retarded child or adult are not really delineated, and one of the faults of this book is that it does not anticipate or consider a vertical development of the defective individual and his needs as an adult and at the geriatric level. Its use in Canada would, therefore, be relatively limited.
Red Deer, Alberta In this they undertook to apply the current understanding of psychoanalysis, and in particular the influence of the unconscious, to the broad areas of the humanities, and especially to the investigation of myths and legends, the theory of religion, ethnology and linguistics, resthetics and art, philosophy, ethics and law and to pedagogy and characterology. That essay remains a classic in the sense that it was a first attempt to outline the principles of the application of psychoanalysis to non-medical fields, even though in the years since there has been voluminous literature which has modified, refined and sophisticated that early effort.
In 1964 the American Imago republished the out-of-print essay by Rank and Sachs, with additional contributions by the editorial staff, Bronson and Feldman (lay pschychotherapists) on the history of the psychoanalytic 'movement' which added nothing to what is already well-known; Benjamin Wolman, on the dual sense in which psychoanalysis may be considered as an applied science; and Harry Slochower, on the role of psychoanalysis as both a science and an art. As an epilogue Ludwig Eidelberg briefly commented on the scientific, artistic and bureaucratic aspects of psychoanalysis.
This book is a reprint of that 1964 edition of the American Imago and its chief value would probably be to those whose interest lies in the historical beginnings of psychoanalysis and the early attempts to find nontherapeutic applications. Heber is well known for his work on the Manual on Terminology and Classification in Mental Retardation, published as a monograph by the American Association on Mental Deficiency. In this new book, the Epidemiology of Mental Retardation, he reviews the general epidemiological findings and also some specific work on the incidence and prevalence of various disorders associated with mental retardation.
The book is small and unfortunately the author has not stated for what audience it is written; it is therefore difficult to judge the relevance of the included material. However it would be a useful guide
